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Information Disclosure Statement Transmittal 

Comnnlssloner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant(s) submit herewith patents, 
publications, or other information of which they are aware that may be considered in 
connection with the above-referenced patent application. Submission of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that any 
patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "material" to Applicants' 
invention as that temri is currently defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 (37 CFR § 1 .97(h). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
relevant information exists. 

The filing of this infomiation disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, 
at 25. 

A Patent and Trademark Office Form 1449 listing each of these informational 
items is enclosed along with a copy of each item. 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

37 CFR. § 1 .8(a) 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of 
the first Office Action issued on the merits of the subject application in accordance with 
37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b)(3). In the event that a first Office Action has been mailed to the 
undersigned prior to the mailing of this Information Disclosure Statement, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the applicable fee pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) to Deposit Account No. 50-2809. A duplicate copy of this document 
is enclosed. 
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Application Number 


10/726,433 


Filing Date 


12/03/2003 


First Named Inventor 


Duchon et al. 


Group Art Unit 


3764 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Va«aP^ 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


20144-500 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Exan^iner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


U.S. Patent Docunnent 


Date of Publications of 
Cited Documents 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number 


] 


Al 


6,709,667 


03-23-2004 


Lowe et al. 




i 


A2 


6,684,884 


02-03-2004 


Nikolchev et al. 






A3 


6,679,266 B2 


01-20-2004 


Nikolchev et al. 






A4 


6,634,361 Bl 


10-21-2003 


Nikolchev et al. 






A5 


6,526,979 31 


03-04-2003 


Nikolchev et al. 






A6 


6,196,966 Bl 


03-06-2001 


Kerin et al. 






A7 


6,176,240 Bl 


01-23-2001 


Nikolchev et al. 






A8 


6,145,505 


11-14-2000 


Nikolchev et al. 






A9 


6,080,152 


06-27-2000 


Nardella et al. 






AlO 


6,080,129 


06-27-2000 


Blaisdell 






All 


6,071,283 


06-06-2000 


Nardella et al. 




t 


A12 


5,947,958 


09-07-1999 


Woodard et al. 






A13 


5,935,098 


08-10-1999 


Blaisdell et al. 






A14 


5,935,056 


08-10-1999 


Kerin et al. 






A15 


5,873,815 


02-23-1999 


Kerin et al. 






A16 


5,807,239 


09-15-1998 


DiBemardo 






A17 


5,746,769 


05-05-1998 


Ton et al. 






A18 


5,716,321 


02-10-1998 


Kerin et al. 






A19 


5,704,899 


01-06-1998 


Milo 






A20 


5,601,600 


02-11-1997 


Ton 






A21 


5,551,443 


09-03-1996 


Sepetka et al 






A22 


5,391,146 


02-21-1995 


That et al. 






A23 


4,846,818 


07-11-1989 


Keldahl et al. 
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Date 
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•EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not considered. Indude copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

^Unique dtation designation number. ^See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents, ^nter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.). ^or Japanese patent documents, 
the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent documents, ^nd of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. "Applicant is to place a check marie here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to 
complete this form should be sent to the Chief Infonnation Officer, Patent and Trademarit Office, Washington, DC 20231. 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231. 
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